World Meteorological Organization

7bis, avenue de la Paix, P.O. Box 2300

CH 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland
Position Description

Office/Department:
Research Department, WMO

Division/Unit:
World Weather Research (WWR) Division and Joint Planning Staff of the World Climate Research Programme
Title of position:
Junior Professional Officer (JPO) 
Supervisor:
WMO Chief Scientist and Director Research
Duties: 

Under the overall supervision of the WMO Chief Scientist and Director Research, under the daily supervision of the Chief of the World Weather Research Division and the Senior Scientific Officers of WCRP, and in collaboration with other relevant WMO programmes, the incumbent will perform the following duties:
1. Assist in developing research initiatives on seamless prediction of extreme weather events from minutes to months, coordinating with two WWRP research core projects (Sub-Seasonal to Seasonal Prediction Project, co-sponsored with WCRP, and High-Impact Weather project) and additional WCRP initiatives such as and the WCRP Grand Challenge on Extremes. The main focus will be on: 

· Improving knowledge and prediction of extreme weather with high impacts, i.e. heat waves, disruptive winds, intense precipitation periods;

· Linking predictive capabilities in the context of a changing climate with specific focus on tropical cyclones and other extremes;

2. Provide support to WWRP and WCRP for the coordination of research-to-operation activities in the context of the WMO Global Data-processing and Forecasting System, and specifically in the following areas:
· Supporting the promotion of pilot projects in the context of seamless prediction from minutes to decades, including exploring the potential of machine learning applications. 
· Assist the joint WWRP-WCRP Sub-seasonal to Seasonal Prediction Project and the WCRP Decadal Climate Prediction Project in coordination and development of joint activities towards Earth system prediction, in close collaboration with corresponding international offices.
· Partnership and Resources: together with the Chief of WWRD and WCRP Senior Scientific Officers, maintain contact with relevant international organizations and initiatives, assist communication with funding agencies worldwide to identify funding opportunities for pilot projects.

3. Assist with the management of capacity development activities, which include summer schools, training workshops, support to networks of early career scientists, and participation of Early Career Scientists in major WWRP and WCRP conferences and events; 
4. Following the guidelines established by the WWRP Scientific Steering Committee and the WCRP Joint Scientific Committee, provide support to the implementation of additional communication and outreach which include representing WWRP and WCRP core activities in social media as well as developing plans and proposals for information dissemination.  

Qualifications required:


Education



MSc or equivalent degree from a recognized university or technical institute in meteorology or other environmental sciences, physics or engineering. A Ph.D. or equivalent experience in research activities related to weather prediction or climate analysis would be an advantage.   

Language skills

Excellent knowledge of English (spoken and written). Knowledge of any of official languages of the WMO (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish) would be an advantage.  

Computer literacy

Ability to effectively and efficiently work in a modern office environment with Office, Google and Adobe Acrobat applications. Knowledge of database and content management systems for web services will be considered as an advantage.
Experience

Demonstrated experience in a field relevant to the duties described above.
Communication skills

Good communication skills, as well as desire and ability to work efficiently in a work environment characterized by cultural diversity.
