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Internship – Data Analyst / Statistician

Research, Assessment, Monitoring and Evaluation (RAM) Unit, Abuja, Nigeria


The United Nations World Food Programme is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide.  The mission of WFP is to help the world achieve Zero Hunger in our lifetimes. Every day, WFP works worldwide to ensure that no child goes to bed hungry and that the poorest and most vulnerable, particularly women and children, can access the nutritious food they need.  We are currently seeking to fill a data analyst intern position in our RAM unit based in Abuja, Nigeria. 

Brief description of (Unit), (Division):
WFP Nigeria has recently consolidated its Research, Assessment and M&E units (RAM) has launched three transformative initiatives that are at the heart of RAM’s mission to provide WFP, the Government, and the humanitarian system with high-quality, rigorous, timely, relevant and actionable research products, which facilitate operational and strategic decision making for humanitarian and development assistance, as well as policy formulation.

· Large-scale country-wide mobile Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (mVAM): The Nigeria CO runs the world’s largest mVAM operations, covering over 10,000 households countrywide monthly. The data generated needs careful automated processing and needs to be leveraged to the extent possible for internal and external platforms. 
· Nigeria Operations Centre: WFP Nigeria launched an internal operations tool that intends to aggregate data from various internal stakeholders and visualize them in a geospatial information platform that can easily be accessed by management to facilitate evidence-based decision making.
· Nigeria HungerMap: WFP Nigeria intends to build a local adaptation of WFP’s global HungerMap (https://hungermap.wfp.org/), which would appeal to a wide range of Sustainable Development Goals partners in the country and is intended to raise awareness of the hunger problem. This local instance of the HungerMap will be designed to accommodate mVAM data and additionally data from other internal (assessments) and external sources.

In addition to these initiatives, the RAM unit also conducts biannual large scale essential needs analysis surveys through its partnership with the National Bureau of Statistics & National Programme for food security, as well as quarterly market assessments, and monthly price monitoring in northeast Nigeria.

To advance the work on the above initiatives, the WFP Nigeria CO is recruiting a data analyst intern who will work closely with the International Data Scientist as well as a national data analyst to support the Country Office RAM unit for 8 months.


General Information
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Title of Post: Internship
· Supervisor: Data Scientist
· Unit: Research, Assessment, Monitoring and Evaluation Unit
· Country:  Nigeria
· Duty Station: Abuja
· Duration of internship: 8 months
· Expected Start Date: 1 August 2022

Duties and responsibilities

Under the direct supervision of the Data Scientist, the candidate will perform the following duties:

· Perform data processing, analysis, reporting and visualization tasks for a wide range of food security and other relevant data collected in Nigeria;
· Support standardization and automation efforts on data quality monitoring and analysis to enable faster data processing, real time data quality monitoring;
· Work closely with country office staff to identify and design data visualization and data architecture needs for the in-country data visualization platform; 
· Support the development of the mVAM methodology in Nigeria, focusing specifically on data quality aspects, bias correction, analysis of trends and the production of automated reports.
· Support the entire RAM team in conducting face-to-face essential needs assessments and participate in food security analyses. 


Qualifications and experience
· Bachelor or Master’s degree in the fields of Statistics, Economics, Data Science or Mathematics; 
· Knowledge of working with statistical packages (R, SAS, or STATA);
· Excellent command of English; Working knowledge of a second UN language would be an asset;
· Proficiency in MS Office (Word, Excel, Power Point, Outlook).

Required soft skills/WFP Competencies:

Working Languages
Working knowledge of English (proficiency/level C) is required. 

Supervision (Level/Methods of Supervision)

Under the direct supervision of Data Scientist, the incumbent will be provided with close mentoring, guidance and technical supervision. Performance planning and reviews as well as learning and development discussions will be elemental part of the supervision. The Head of RAM will be the second-level supervisor. With the support of a comprehensive induction package and assignment of a buddy/mentor, the intern will rapidly become a productive member of the team.

Training components
Throughout their assignment interns have access to an industry leading learning platform, WeLearn.  Depending on opportunities and availability of funds, he/she may participate in WFP workshops or seminars, as appropriate.

Learning Elements
At the end of the assignment, the Intern should:

Understand how data in food security is generated, analyzed, visualized and communicated to monitor programs and inform decision making.
Use of R packages and Tableau to design and present data to inform humanitarian sector decision making.

Present data analyses and providing support to different audiences including WFP, Implementing Partners and the Nigerian Government. 

Apply effective communication skills across a broad network of peers and advisors within food security sector. 

Have a deeper understanding of food security sector programming, policies and organizational culture.

Information on the Country of Assignment

· Living conditions in (Abuja, Nigeria)

The Federal Capital Territory is a component of the 36 states and one territory that make up the Federal Republic of Nigeria's administrative system. Abuja is the location of the Presidential Complex (Also Rock Villa), National Assembly, and the Supreme Court, and houses the headquarters of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). It also has the regional headquarters of OPEC. The Political system in Abuja is considered the heart of the overall political structure in the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

In October 2020, youth group tagged #EndSARs took to the streets in protest against police brutality by the Special Anti-Robbery Squads (SARS).  Although the demonstrations were peaceful from the beginning, the protest triggered pro-SARS groups which eventually led to clashes and loss of life and property. The youth appeared to use the opportunity to vent their anger about perceived social injustice in the country and loot warehouses containing COVID 19 logistics which they believe were being hidden by corrupt officials. The rhetoric seen in some of the videos in the media indicates that some of the youth view the current generation of leaders in the country as the cause of their problems and if the opportunity presents itself they might take the law into their own hands.

Furthermore, in recent times the Islamic Movement of Nigeria has embarked on several demonstrations aimed at getting the Federal Government to release their leader Sheikh Al Zakzaky who has been incarcerated since 2015. The IMN, also known as Shia Muslim, started in Zaria, Kaduna State as a sectarian Islamic Movement. The movement had organized peaceful pro-Palestinian demonstrations on an annual basis across Nigeria for over 33 years, primarily in Kaduna state. Ever since the incarceration of the IMN leader, there have been several protests by the group in Abuja which had been either non-violent, contained by Government or in extreme cases very violent and sporadic. On 9 July 2019, Parliament had to shut down for an afternoon following the protest by the group at the Nigerian National Assembly. Later, on 22 July 2019, a protest by the IMN in Abuja against the detention of their leader, Sheikh Ibrahim El Zakzaky, and calling for the authorities to allow him proper medical care led to the death of 11 protesters, a journalist and a police officer. Following the violent demonstrations, the Federal Government sought a court order declaring the activities of the IMN as amounting to act of terrorism and illegality and to proscribe its activities in the country.

WFP Nigeria is a relatively new Country Office having been established in 2016. There are approximately 2 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) reported to be in Nigeria (IOM/DTM Round 27), of which the majority are in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe States. The June 2019 Cadre Harmonisé (CH) reports nearly 3 million people in need of food assistance in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe States. WFP operations focus on crisis response to prevent deterioration of food and nutrition security, reduce malnutrition and minimize gender inequalities. WFP activities are concentrated in rural areas of north-eastern Nigeria that are more vulnerable and food insecure.

· Other relevant information
[bookmark: Ethnic_groups]
WFP seeks candidates of the highest integrity and professionalism who share our humanitarian principles. Selection of interns is made on a competitive basis, and we are committed to promoting an inclusive work environment in which diversity is valued and where no form of discrimination is tolerated. We aim to achieve parity in our teams in Western Africa. Qualified female applicants are especially encouraged to apply.

No appointment under any kind of contract will be offered to members of the UN Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ), International Civil Service Commission (ICSC), FAO Finance Committee, WFP External Auditor, WFP Audit Committee, Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) and other similar bodies within the United Nations system with oversight responsibilities over WFP, both during their service and within three years of ceasing that service.
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